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It is for me an honour and a pleasureto introduce ProfessorLuis
CarlosArboledawho is going to pronouncehe concludingplenaryconferenceon
this Congresswith thetitle : «Thechallengeof building a mathematicateasonin
thecountryof disanchantment#t is an honouranda pleasurepecausérofessor
Luis CarlosArboledais notonly avery activehistorianof scienceanda pioneerof
historyof sciencen Latin America,buthehasalsobecome alongthe yearsof our
professionahndintellectualexchangesa quiteclosefriend.

After gettinghis degreen mathematicsaand physicsat the Universidad
del Valle in Cali (Colombia),he has studiedlogics and epistemologyin Warsaw
(Poland),oneof thebestandoriginal placesfor thesematters,andthenhe got his
doctoratan history of mathematicattheCentreAlexandreKoyré of the Ecoledes
HautesEtudessnSciencesSocialesjn Paris(France).Later on, he spentoneyear
in Madrid (Spain),at the Centrode EstudiosHistéricos, working in socialhistory
of science.He has also beenan invited professorin various institutions and
universities in Bogota, Montreal, Valencia, Paris (University Paris 7-Denis
Diderot),Mexico (UNAM).

ProfessolLuis CarlosArboledais presentlyanEmeritetitular professor
of the Universidaddel Valle in Cali, where he has beenactive in teachingand
researchduring 30 years.| am alwaysimpressechow young many of my latin
americancolleaguegettheir retirement.But in the caseof Luis CarlosArboleda
(as for other casesof my acquaintance)this does not meanthe end of his
intellectual and academiccommitments for he is continuing to developactively
history of scienceand scienceeducationin his country, and to orient young
scholargn ther masteanddoctoralformation,this beingone of the fields wherel
havethepleasureo collaboratewith him.

A correspondentmember of Academia Colombiana de Ciencias
Exactas,Fisicasy Naturales,he contributesin the animation of a number of
internationalandnationalsocietiesin educationand history of science particularly
in mathematicsas well as of editorial boardsof professionaljournalsin these
disciplines, such as Quipy Revue dHistoire des mathématiques
Epistémologiques. He is one of the founding membersof the Sociedad.atino
Americanade Histériade las Cienciasy la Tecnologiathathas beenso active in
developindflourishing historical researclsincealmosttwo decadesandof which
hehasbeenoneof thepresidents.

AmongLuis CarlosArboleda'sscientific contributions,| shallmention
his thesison thetopologicalwork of thefrenchmathematiciarMaurice Fréchetand
the beginningof the Soviettopological school, his more recentcontributionson
abstracspacesn Fréchethis studieson thepolishschoolof mathematicand, last
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butnotleast,his pioneerstudieson mathematicsculture andsocietyin Colombia,
from the receptionof Newton's Principia in the secondpart of the eighteenth
centuryup to thatof Bourbakiin the secondpartof the twentieth,andthroughthe
study of central figures of Colombiansciencesuch as JoséCelestinoMutis and
Francisco José de Caldas, and of protagonistsof the nineteenth century
mathematicathought(oninfinity, noneuclideargeometriesetc.)suchasIndalecio
LiévanoandJulio Garavito.

ProfessoiLuis CarlosArboledahasbeendesignedat this Congresgo
be the Secretarygeneralof the IASCUD Commission(on Scienceand Cultural
Diversity) of the International Union of Philosophy and History of Science,
SectiorHistory of Science.

I would like to add a personalcommentto this presentation :I
happenetb realizein theselastyears,throughmy working sojournsin Colombia
andmy connexionswith Colombianscholars,how difficult it is to keepworking
in researctandfor researchn a countrywherethe socialand political conditions
have suffered such a deepdegradationas they have done in this magnificent
countrythatColombiais, with anexceptionahumanwealth. And we know thatin
othercountriesalso, with similar or different contexts,it is very difficult to keep
going on to developpureknowledge.l wantto say my deepadmirationof those
abnegatedand courageouscholars,and expressmy indefectible solidarity with
themwho, like my friend Luis CarlosArboleda,keepfully dedicatingthemselves
to what they think is their duty in such unfavourableand sometimestragic
conditions.
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